Bringing Tech Companies Downtown

Jon Rudes, of CRESA, agreed many Long Islanders prefer not to commute into New York City. He suggested connected the island to “Silicon Alley” in the city, which he helped to develop. Rudes referenced a “Demo Night” coming up on Dec. 4 with ideas being pitched in New York City. He’s found would-be entrepreneurs cannot usually sustain the expenses of a co-working tech site on their own, and need some public investment to have the best chance of success. This is a good chance to reuse old buildings, Rudes said, and density concentration around transit helps.
Peter Goldsmith, of LISTnet, said Long Island universities are stepping up to create incubators, including Stony Brook University, Touro Law School and St. Joseph’s. He hoped more “angels” can be found to invest in startups. One individual, Kimberly Hawkins, has been attempting to create an incubator site in Huntington Station herself, as well organize a 2014 summit that will include venture capitalists. She would be connected with others to facilitate further development in Huntington Station, including Renaissance Downtowns.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Launchpad LI co-founders Andrew Hazen and Rich Foster have self-funded their work to date and brought in partners through networking. They’ve rented space in Mineola near the LIRR station since February 2013, and regularly hold “pitch nights” where ideas are shared, but no funds are solicited. Launchpad rents office space and provides office services, with various experts available for advice. To date, the founders said 13 of their offices have been rented. They also said they hope to expand to the Huntington/Melville area soon. Others suggested they look into Great Neck Plaza and Patchogue, both of which have transit connections. Rudes said he’d like to help create Launchpads across Long Island. Foster also supports the Angel Network, which allows investors to see opportunities, with possibility for some to invest jointly but at different levels.
