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Patricia Bowden began her career with Suffolk Transportation Service in 1980 as a school bus driver in Bay Shore. In 1990 she was appointed assistant shop steward for Local 252 of the Transport Workers Union, holding that position until she was elected shop steward three years later. In 1999, she was elected vice president and began her job by overseeing the membership at Suffolk Transportation Service, which included the mechanics, bus fuelers, transit bus drivers, ADA bus drivers and all school bus drivers. Bowden addressed the daily needs of the membership while maintaining good will with the company. Additionally, she obtained her 19A Examiner’s License and served as a driver-trainer. She saw the membership at Suffolk Transportation grow over the years from 300 to over 1,800 at present.

In 2005, Bowden was elected president of Transport Workers Union Local 252 and continues to serve a membership of approximately 3,500 including Veolia Transportation, Suffolk Transportation Service, Courtesy/Atlantic Express and First Student. From the time she took over as president, Bowden has negotiated dozens of contracts. She is steadfast in her dedication to the membership of Local 252 and fights tirelessly for their rights.

Bowden is also a board member of the Living Wage Committee in Nassau County, and serves on the Transport Workers Union International Board as well as a member of the Executive Board of the Long Island Federation of Labor.

Having been residents of East Islip for most their lives, Patricia and her husband Stephan have seven children between them and enjoy fifteen grandchildren. While her children were growing up, Patricia Bowden volunteered her time as a Girl Scout Leader and a soccer coach.

