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Rich Cantwell is a life-long Freeporter with deep ties to the community. A graduate of Freeport High School class of '76, Rich Cantwell and his family moved to Freeport in 1958 and opened Freeport’s first Carvel Ice Cream Store in 1966.  In 1990, the first Carvel “mall-store” opened at Elk’s Plaza and Cantwell quickly became known as the mayor of the mall.

A long time fireman and boater, he serves as an associate member of Freeport’s Hose Company No. 3 and a Coast Guard Auxiliarist. He joined the Auxiliary in 1977, volunteering and teaching safe boating in Freeport for many years, becoming a licensed captain in 1985. His deep devotion to the fire service started when he rode his bicycle to the firehouse on Church Street as an Explorer, later joining the famed Engine Company, and moving to Hose 3 with his young family.

Cantwell works full-time as a fire dispatcher, in addition to serving as a founding member and president of the Friends of Freeport. Friends of Freeport is an organization of volunteers helping demolish, rebuild and repair neighbors’ homes damaged by Superstorm Sandy.
