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As a young child growing up in south Freeport, Rob Weltner spent most of his days crabbing, fishing and boating on the back bays of the South Shore. He got his SCUBA certification in 1981 and years later helped start the Freeport Fire Department Underwater Search and Rescue Squad. He became aware the sea life was in trouble; it wasn't hard to see the effects of the pollutants on the more populated areas of the bay bottoms. Weltner started Bring Back the Bay, working side-by-side with Operation SPLASH, an all-volunteer, nonprofit that cleans up garbage in bays and estuaries. By 2000, he was elected the board president of Operation SPLASH.  

He retired from a career as an electrician in 2005 and focused on tending the bays. Since taking office, SPLASH membership increased from 150 to 3500. And with the help of an extraordinary group of SPLASH officers and members, the organization has expanded their number of chapters and boats from one to six covering the entire South Shore. They’ve removed more than a million pounds of trash from the South Shore Estuary Reserve and were instrumental in initiating projects like redirecting the Jones Beach Sewage Plant discharge pipe. Weltner secured funding, designed and installed a debris trap at Mill Basin in Freeport that’s prevented more than 1,000 barrels of garbage from entering the estuaries and won SPLASH the 2006 South Shore Estuary Reserve Stewardship Award. They also provides educational presentations for schools, clubs and organizations looking to learn about the environment.

Weltner is still a member of fire department’s Underwater Search and Rescue Squad. He’s also a member of the South Shore Bayhouse Owners Association, commissioner for the Conservation of the Environment for Freeport, on the Nassau County Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Directors, Nassau County’s representative for the New York State Open Space Conservation Plan, a member of the Nassau County Hundred Million Dollar Environmental Bond Act Review Committee, an active member of the Western Bays Work Group and a voting member of the Citizens Advisory Committee for the South Shore Estuary Reserve. 
