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Theresa A. Regnante, president and CEO of United Way of Long Island, will tell you that helping people is in her DNA. Growing up in a fundraising family, Regnante went with her father to various places to sell raffle tickets for St. Francis Hospital. Today, she has been a beacon of inspiration as she leads United Way of Long Island and supports its 125 community partners in the development of strategic initiatives that have a measurable and lasting impact on education, income stability and health throughout Nassau and Suffolk.

During her four years at the helm, Regnante has had an eye not only for growing the nonprofit organization, but for also seeking out opportunities that empower Long Islanders in need. Under her leadership, the organization has adopted a new approach to community problem-solving. This includes the procurement of $1.5 million in government, corporate and private grants to establish a workforce training center for the unemployed and underemployed.

She is currently co-chairing the Long Island Hurricane Sandy Unmet Needs Roundtable, a bi-county fund established to fill the gaps between the needs of disaster victims and available government resources. Regnante is leading a team that, as of June 2013, had raised in excess of $3 million to assist Long Islanders in the rebuilding of their homes, neighborhoods and livelihoods. She is a firm believer that good leaders are only as good as those with whom they surround themselves. 

Regnante has been widely honored and recognized regionally for her accomplishments. She received the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from St. Joseph’s College in New York in 2012. She was also the recipient of a 2013 “Outstanding CEO Award” from Long Island Business, Nonprofit Leadership Alliance’s 2012 Alumna of the Year and was recognized by Suffolk County Coalition Against Domestic Violence as the 2012 Woman Achiever of the Year. She is a member of the Long Island Index advisory committee, Adelphi University’s Institute for Social Research & Community Engagement, Vital Signs advisory board and Hofstra University’s Master of Public Health Program advisory committee. She also serves on the boards of the Advancement of Commerce, Industry and Technology and LISTnet. 
		
