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Outline

• What a year – from temporary to permanent streetscape changes? 

• Safety progress – a look at the Dangerous by Design Report 2021

• Policy changes – the anticipated Complete Streets Act 

• Do we need a new approach to promote Complete Streets? 

Ro
be
rt

W
hi
te
, G

PI



If you plan for cars & traffic, you get cars & traffic. 

If you plan for people & places, you get people & places. 

Fred Kent, Founder of Project for Public Spaces

Illustration by Robert White, GPI
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Are the temporary 
changes to facilitate 
outdoor activities and 
socially-distanced 
gatherings here to stay? 

Nicole Reddington, GPI
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Greenport, NY – March 2021

Of the 900 respondents, 778, 
or 86% of respondents, said 
the parklets created a lively 
and vibrant atmosphere in 
the heart of the village and 
497 people — 71% of those 
surveyed — reported having 
no difficulty finding parking.

The parklets converted 51 curbside parking spaces with seating and greenery at a time where demand for outdoor public 
spaces was at an all-time high.



Newsday, February 23rd, 2021 – Next LI Survey





Safety Progress 

Throughout the US, between 
2010 and 2019, drivers struck 
and killed 53,435 people while 
walking – more than 14 
people per day on average. 

In 2019, the 6,237 people 
killed is the equivalent of 17 
people dying per day.



Safety Progress 

The problem continues to get 
worse. 49 states and 84 of the 
100 largest metro areas have 
become more dangerous 
compared to the decade of 
data covered in Dangerous by 
Design 2019. 



Our Pedestrian Safety Crisis



As mentioned in the last four reports, 
the time to act is now.

The problem continues to get worse. 49 states and 84 of the 100 
largest metro areas have become more dangerous compared to the 
decade of data covered in Dangerous by Design 2019. 
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Smart Growth America and its 
National Complete Streets 
Coalition are calling on Congress 
to pass the Complete Streets Act.



Under the Complete Streets Act:



Winds of Change



Winds of Change



What are the best arguments to give ‘complete streets’ the 
push it deserves, change our communities and the way we 
move around for the better? 

• Saving lives and improving health? 
• Reducing air pollution, noise, and greenhouse gases?
• Reducing transportation poverty and providing access for all to 

meet fundamental needs?  
• Supporting economic development, downtown revitalization, and 

realizing excellent return on investment? 



Do we need a new approach to promote Complete Streets? 



Thank you for 
your attention!

Frank Wefering
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