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Aquay, Wunne Mohtompan – Hello and Good Morning! 

My Name is Lauryn Randall. I’m a citizen of the Shinnecock Indian Nation and the 
transportation Coordinator for the Shinnecock Department of Transportation (SDOT). 

Morning Meditation 

This day I acknowledge the indigenous people of the Americas, who strive daily to preserve and 
protect their people, lands and waters – their way of life. 

This morning, I honor, with profound gratitude, my ancestors.  A tenacious people who toiled, 
resisted oppression and fought to leave their descendants an inheritance. 

Today I pay homage to my elders, who, speaking softly taught us Maamoowe – Togetherness, 
how they always worked together for the wellbeing of the people 

and then with a sense of urgency, they would admonish us to remember, 
Maamoowenene – We Move Together.  

Today we are literally talking about the best ways to move people and goods from one place to 
another. While we live in our various communities somewhat siloed, we all use and pay for the 

same highways, trains and buses – in that way we are interdependent.  My hope is that, 
together, we can find solutions to ensure a safe and equitable transit system for Long 

Islander’s today and to come.  Aho! 

I’d like to thank Vision Long Island for the opportunity to share with you some of our efforts 
to increase safety and walkability on the Shinnecock Territory. 





Family Preservation Center Shinnecock Health Clinic Shinnecock Community Center 

In the Middle of the reservation Is our Service Sector. 
Church St. bisects the service Sector. 

South Side of Church St.                                North Side of Church St. 
* Shinnecock Health Clinic * Shinnecock Presbyterian Church
* Family Preservation Center * Shinnecock Community Center
* Wuneechanunk Shinnecock Pre-School                    * Tribal Administration Building
* Council of Trustees Admin. Building * A Playground
* Basketball Court and Putting Green 
* A Playground



Church St. curves at the Service Sector and was overrun with 
vegetation that obstructed visibility in both directions.  A grant from 
America Walks provided the initial funding to begin our Church St. 
Crosswalk Project.  Our first task was to push back the vegetation.  
Visibility was improved substantially.  
Before After 



CHURCH ST. CROSSWALK PROJECT 

The Nation collaborates with Western Suffolk BOCES and Stony Brook 
University Hospital on their Creating Healthy Schools and Communities 
Initiative.  In 2019, I met with Jackie Grimaldi, the Complete Streets 
coordinator for Western Suffolk BOCES. 

We discussed the community’s concern about the students in the Indian 
Education After School Program, crossing church street to reach the 
playground.  The students leave the Family Preservation Center, cross 
through the Health Clinic parking lot and cross Church St. to get to the 
playground.  Church St. has a blind curve and cars going way to fast. It felt 
like an accident was inevitable.  

Jackie Grimaldi and I applied for an America Walks grant to improve safety and 
walkability in the area.  Our grant application was selected and with that 
initial funding, the Church St. Crosswalk Project was born! 



Church St. 
Crosswalk 

Pop Up Event 



Church St. Pop Up Event
Next, we planned a Pop-Up Event for the campers in the Shinnecock Summer 
Cultural Camp.  June Martinez, Camp Co-Director, Patricia Gremillion-Burge of 
Western Suffolk BOCES, Cara Montesano of Stony Brook University Hospital and 
Marta Blanco, of Cornell Cooperative joined our effort.  

Our goal was to introduce the children to a new route to the playground and get 
them exited about the project.  The New route would cross in front of the Health 
Clinic in a designated pedestrian only area, to a grass path leading directly to 
the crosswalk. 

On a beautiful summer day, the campers made mock crosswalks. They strapped the 
lines, laid down the tape and decorated with sidewalk chalk.  The children did a
trial walk through of the new route and met a Triple A educator and 
ventriloquist at the Community Center.  She used her puppet and a remote-
control taking car to teach the campers about walking safety and car seat safety.  
The children were engaged and had a great time.  The Pop-Up event ended and 
goodie bags. 





Installation Day: 
Every spring, on the Rez, box turtles can be seen crossing the 
street.  We decided to use a box turtle design within our 
crosswalks.  Installation Day finally arrived.  The pavement 
painter - re-painted the family preservation center and health
clinic parking lots. He painted a no parking area for 
pedestrians in front of the health Clinic and painted the box 
turtle crosswalks.

Soon after we installed a speed bump on the straight away to 
the pre-school and crosswalk and stop signs.  Donations from 
Western Suffolk BOCES and the Nation’s good Health and 
Wellness in Indian country program paid for the traffic 
signs. 

We’ll be able to determine the effectiveness of these 
improvements upon returning to our offices.   



Eric Alexander, Patricia Gremillion-Burdge, Lauryn Randall, Elissa Kyle



THE WALKING AUDIT:  
Excessive vehicle speed remains a serious concern within the 
community. I was introduced to Eric Alexander of Vision LI and 
he offered to conduct a walking audit.  

In July 2020, Eric, Elissa Kyle and Patricia Gremillion-Burdge 
arrived and we walked the Rez. I received the audit which 
contained innovative and affordable recommendations to calm 
traffic and increase safety.  

We are looking forward to implementing the recommendations.  
Through Eric, the Pink Tie Organization visited the Rez and 
made a generous donation to Nation’s Covid-19 family 
assistance program. They also gave away 50 bags of groceries 
to families with children.  



Currently:

This week the SDOT is pushing back 
overgrown brush and vines along  
our road shoulders, especially around 
corners, to improve visibility and widen 
the road shoulders where possible.  

We will be replacing and 
adding signage through out 
the Rez. We intend to use
Shinnecock Algonquian and 
English on signs with words. 
Improving lighting is 
another long-Term Goal. 

In the future: 



TABUTNÉ – THANK YOU! 


