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Greenway trails are corridors of protected open 
space established for recreation and conservation. 
Greenways are incredible assets to communities, 
providing safe, natural environments for 
walking, hiking and biking and non-motorized 
transportation. 

They can also be used as alternative paths for 
commuting to school, work, parks and other 
neighborhoods. They are the gems of a community. 
The Setauket to Port Jefferson Greenway Trail 
is one such treasure. During the 1960’s, the New 
York State Department of Transportation acquired 
a 3.3-mile stretch of property running from East 
Setauket to Port Jefferson Station to construct a 
highway bypass for car and truck traffic. 

In the 1990’s, members of the Three Village 
community, and then New York State Assemblyman 
Steve Englebright were determined to convert 
the land into something completely different. 
Instead of cars and trucks traveling on a four 
lane highway through residential neighborhoods, 

they envisioned a multi-use, recreational corridor 
connecting neighborhoods through a bike-
pedestrian trail. Due to the dedicated efforts 
of Assemblyman Englebright, funding was 
made available for the Greenway’s design and 
construction, while the Three Village Community 
Trust shepherded its development and continues to 
ensure its preservation to this day.

In 2009, the first portion of the Greenway was 
completed, a one-mile span between Gnarled 
Hollow Road and Lower Sheep Pasture Road. In 
2012-2013, construction on the final phase of the 
Greenway was completed, expanding the trail to 
the east and west for a total length of approximately 
four miles.

Both the Hon. Steve Englebright and the Three 
Village Community Trust demonstrated the 
vision and the determination to see the project 
through and it is now one of the most widely used 
recreational facilities in the area, promoting not 
only preservation, but also walkability.




