
Community  LeadershipCommunity  Leadership

Marguerite  Grasing & Marguerite  KellerMarguerite  Grasing & Marguerite  Keller
of  the  Hispanic  Brotherhoodof  the  Hispanic  Brotherhood

Community leaders have a profound impact both 
within their communities and in our broader society. 

They understand the unique needs, challenges, and 
aspirations of community members and it is their 
vision and advocacy that drives positive change 
in the lives of many. Marguerite Grasing, Founder 
and Executive Director, and Marguerite Keller, Co-
Director, of the Hispanic Brotherhood are two such 
dedicated leaders.

The Hispanic Brotherhood of Rockville Centre, Inc. is 
a not-for-profit organization established in 1984 by a 
small group of Latino residents. It has a long history of 
service to the community in assisting the fast-growing 
population of immigrants from different Spanish 
language cultures. It began with a grant from the New 
York State Division of Housing. The organization 
started in Rockville Centre on Clinton Avenue and has 
added a second location in Hempstead at Our Lady of 
Loretto, Greenwich Street.

The Hispanic Brotherhood provides a wide range of 
resettlement services, an After-School Child Care 

and Tutorial Program, and the Hispanic Brotherhood 
Senior Citizen Club. Resettlement services include 
housing and employment counseling, translation, 
immigration, legal assistance, naturalization and 
citizenship counseling, advocacy for individuals 
and groups in disputes such as tenant/landlord and 
employer/employee, and emergency food.

“We believe that housing is a human right,” Ms. Grasing 
is known to say. It is this strong belief that drives the 
Brotherhood to work tirelessly to help community 
members obtain housing and combat foreclosures, 
especially during and after the COVID pandemic. 
Another successful program is the Brotherhood’s 
Senior Center, where seniors are assured at least one 
good meal a day and where they feel more comfortable 
talking in their native language.

Working with other organizations such as Island 
Harvest, the United Way, and the New York Mets, the 
organization provides a whole range of services to not 
only the Hispanic Community, but to anyone who 
needs help,” explains Ms. Keller, who started working 
there as a child in 1989. “We are continuing to grow.” 




