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The Lawrence Aviation Superfund Project 
site in the Town of Brookhaven represents the 
reclaiming of an abandoned industrial site to 
turn it into something of real worth and use to 
the region.

As part of the Greenbelt Trail project being 
honored this year at our Awards, Hon. Steven 
Englebright became aware of what was formerly 
an industrial complex that had defaulted to 
Suffolk County.  Sized at almost 200 acres, the 
federally designated Superfund cleanup site was 
located directly adjacent to the Trail and sparked 
an idea for improvement of the local area.

Legislator Englebright saw the potential in 
clearing away the contaminating elements 
present on the land as well as the rotting industrial 
buildings to preserve the local woodlands that 
abutted the trail.  At the same time, the utility of 
the site became a focus of the project, creating a 
useful plot of land for the County.

In addition to treating and cleaning the 
groundwater in the area, the site presented an 
opportunity to create a new terminus for the 
northern branch of the LIRR.  This would allow 
for the repurpose of the present terminus in the 
area, which could bring potential benefits to the 
Port Jefferson business community.

This transformation would also provide 
justification for the electrification of the rail line, 
which would greatly impact the entire region for 
the greater good.

This project is one that truly demonstrates how 
one project that is meant to improve the local 
community, i.e. the Greenway Trail, can lead to 
wider improvements and help to create a truly 
interconnected sense of improvement and beauty 
for the surrounding community.  We commend 
the regional vision that has brought this to 
fruition, and hope to see it expand beyond the 
scope of just this one project.
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