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Environmental leaders are stewards of the earth. 
They make a difference in their community, whether 
that community is as small as a village or as large as 
a nation. In the case of water stewardship in Suffolk 
County, two elected leaders stand out, Suffolk 
County Executive Ed Romaine and Suffolk County 
Legislature Presiding Officer Kevin McCaffrey.

Water stewardship in Suffolk County is remarkably 
important as the county is located above a federally 
designated Sole Source Aquifer system, meaning 
100% of drinking water comes from natural 
underground reservoirs. Preserving the integrity of 
these groundwater systems is critical not only for 
public health, but also economic development. The 
recent passage of the historic Suffolk County Water 
Restoration Act in November 2024, guided by County 
Executive Romaine and Legislator McCaffrey, now 
serves as a generational funding source for critical 
wastewater infrastructure and projects. 

Both leaders understand that nitrogen pollution from 
untreated sewage has been harming Suffolk County 
bays, harbors, and the aquifer below our feet. These 

harmful effects require drastic reduction of nitrogen 
pollution from its main source, the 380,000 nitrogen-
polluting cesspools and septic systems throughout 
the county. 

The Act, signed into law by County Executive Ed 
Romaine, approved by the Suffolk County Legislature 
and the voters of Suffolk County in 2024, will generate 
$4 billion to modernize wastewater infrastructure by 
providing a sales tax increase from 8.625% to 8.75%, 
and $2 billion to protect clean drinking water by 
conserving open space and wildlife habitats. 

Establishment of this fund also helps unlock federal 
and state funding to assist with clean water projects 
in the county. These projects will protect our 
groundwater, restore local bays and harbors, create 
thousands of good jobs, and revitalize business 
districts.  

The Suffolk County Water Quality Restoration Act, 
shepherded by County Executive Romaine and 
Legislator McCaffrey, will safeguard Suffolk County’s 
public and economic health for generations to come.


