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VISION

LONG ISLAND

Creating Smart Growth Communities.







June 3, 2009

Attn: Members of the Suffolk County Planning Commission

After reviewing the plans for the reconstruction of Suffolk County Route 58 Vision Long Island would like to make some recommendations.  While the County is to be commended for the reduction in lane width and speed limit which will increase safety, there are other aspects of the roadway that need improvement.

The proposed roadway section of four travel lanes, one continuous left turn lane and no shoulders is one that encourages the use of the private automobile while discouraging, if not preventing all other modes of transportation.  Limiting alternate forms of transportation will cause an increase on the volume of automobile traffic on the roadway and further increase congestion.

In order to encourage alternate methods of transportation along this roadway helping to reduce the number of automobiles and congestion along the roadway, Vision would like to recommend the following:

Remove the continuous center left turn lane.  These lanes are dangerous as they tend to be used as passing lanes or merge lanes leading to head on collisions.  Instead, use left turn lanes only at major intersections.

Add a six foot minimum shoulder for cyclists.  Cyclists cannot ride at the posted speed limit of 35 and will need space of their own to avoid dangerous conditions of cars trying to pass cyclists in the travel lanes.

Set the sidewalk back from the curb and place all utilities, signage and planting in the space between.  Sidewalk should be continuous for pedestrians, particularly for those in wheelchairs or those pushing strollers with young children.  Placing utility poles and other vertical elements in the space between the sidewalk and the curb helps to create a buffer that increases the feeling of security for those on the sidewalk further encouraging its use.

Street trees should be planted in the space between the curb and the sidewalk to create a sense of enclosure slowing motorists down and increasing the feeling of security for pedestrians.  In addition trees should be planted in the center of the median to further calm the traffic.

Provide space for busses to pull over at posted bus stops.  The bus routes along this roadway are some of the most heavily used in the county.  Allowing the busses to pull over, out of the travel lanes allows traffic to flow more freely and reduces dangerous conditions of cars trying to pass busses that are stopped in the travel lane.

Provide safer pedestrian crossings at intersections.  Crossing distances should be as short as possible with islands of refuge at wider crossings to allow those who need more time to cross the street a safe place to wait for the light to change again.  Curb radii should be as small as possible to reduce this crossing distance and to make sure drivers don’t take turns too quickly.  Crossing signals should change automatically when it is safe to cross, without the need of pressing a button, and should have a timer to let pedestrians know how much time they have left to cross.

The Roanoke roundabout should be designed to slow drivers down as they approach the intersection.  Drivers should not be allowed to drive faster than 20 mph as they are unlikely to yield to any pedestrians trying to cross while driving at higher speeds.  Also the wedge shaped islands used to direct traffic while approaching the roundabout should be extended to both slow drivers down as well as provide a safer crossing for pedestrians.  The crosswalks should be located one car length back from the roundabout so that pedestrians can cross behind the first car whose driver is busy trying to merge and not paying attention to any possible pedestrians in the area. 

A raised median is encouraged to help minimize head on collisions in the middle of the road, reduce the perceived roadway width so that drivers will drive more slowly and provide a refuge for pedestrians crossing the wide road.  With the extra pavement width created by the shoulders and a mountable curb at the median, emergency vehicles should be able pass on the left when the cars shift slightly to the right using the space provided in the shoulder.

These are only some of the elements of the roadway that can help make it safer for all modes of transportation.  The roadway should be designed to meet the guidelines and standards provided in the ITE’s Context Sensitive Solutions in Designing Major Urban Thoroughfares for Walkable Communities to ensure that it becomes a truly multi-modal highway.

In conclusion Vision Long Island had two members assist in the drafting of the Suffolk County Smart Growth report in 2003.  That document made recommendations on how Suffolk County Department of Public Works could design roadways in accordance with walkable, multi-modal and Smart Growth plans, utilizing community input.  Plans for Straight Path in Wyandanch, Montauk Highway in Mastic and Shirley and Portion Road in Lake Ronkonkoma have followed that trend.  Unfortunately CR 39 in Southampton and now CR 58 in Riverhead clearly reverse these positive accomplishments.  While it is too late for CR 39, there is an opportunity for CR 58 to improve safety and be a true model for the region.  Let us hope Suffolk County will cooperate.

Sincerely,                                    
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