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On a warm, sunny Tuesday morning following the Labor Day holiday, two groups met at the steps of the Brookhaven Town Hall to engage in a bitter demonstration concerning future development in Suffolk County. The demonstration and counter-demonstration were instigated by Brookhaven Town Supervisor Brian X. Foley’s initiative to put a Community Preservation Fund on the ballot this November. Local civic leaders and environmental groups showed up at the town hall as a counter demonstration to show support for the CPF. They butted heads with many residents, developers, and real estate brokers who were in opposition to the CPF and the supposedly increased taxes it would create. According to Supervisor Foley and his supporters, the proposal would provide the next generation with the proper funding to preserve open spaces and limit the sprawling development that is plaguing other areas of Eastern Long Island. Members of the committee who drafted the proposal included ABCO members, the Pine Barrens Society, the League of Conservation Voters, the Nature Conservancy, members of the Long Island Builders Institute, the Long Island Association and many others. 

The Town of Brookhaven website states that the main goals of the CPF are to:

“Preserve thousands of acres of land and precious resources.    
Redevelop blighted areas of the Town.   
Promote affordable housing, including a first time home buyer's exemption.”
The press conference held on Tuesday, September 04, 2007, at the steps of town hall spoke out against the additional tax and the purported market slump that would result from limiting developable land. While the CPF proposal assesses a two percent fee on the purchase price of a home in excess of $250,000, no fee is paid unless a home’s cost is more than $250,000. In the Brookhaven Town CPF proposal there is an exemption for first-time home buyers, who will pay no fee. The proposal encourages achieving the American dream of home ownership without encouraging sprawl or green-field development on former open space. 


In addition preserving the quality of life, the Town expects the CPF to provide between $30,000,000 and $33,000,000 annually over the 17-year course of the CPF. A CPF has been adopted into law in the five East End towns, where it has generated millions in open space funds. A unique part of the CPF proposal in Brookhaven is the inclusion of a Transfer of Development Rights program. Under that proposal, one-quarter of the development rights generated in the purchase of an open space parcel would be transferred into a development rights bank and could be purchased by developers to increase density in other projects. Those development rights could be used for affordable housing, redevelopment projects in rebuilding downtown areas and other projects. Development rights could be used for nearly all zoning categories, such as residential, industrial and commercial.
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