Brookhaven Community Preservation Fund Referendum to be on Ballot in November

The Town of Brookhaven will be placing the ballot this November a referendum for a Community Preservation Fund (CPF) for the town. That means that CPF will only be implemmented if a majority of voters aprove the referendum. The CPF is a 2% on real estate sales in the town. The funds from the tax will be used to preserve farmland, open space, drinking water recharge areas and critical wildlife habitat. This is a one-time tax on real estate that will be paid when purchasing vacant or developed property. The only people who will pay the tax are those who purchace property. The first $250,000 of the purchace price of a house or building ($150,000 for unimproved land) is exempt from the real estate transfer fee. In addition, income-qualified first-time homebuyers are exempt from paying the tax. The CPF is a dedicated fund, and may only be used for preservation and stewardship purposes.

It is projected that the real estate transfer tax will raise at least $500 million before it ends in 2025, for the purchase of farmland, open space, and critical wildlife habitat to keep it from being developed or taken out of agricultural production. Passage of the CPF will allow the Town to leverage matching dollars from Federal, Sate, and County sources. This increases the purchasing power of CPF and maximizes the number of acres that can be purchased.

For more information, visit the Lake Ronkonkoma Civic Organization's website.

Sewer District in Nassau Pushes for Changes

Under pressure to meet federal and state mandates to reduce nitrogen emissions to Long Island Sound, the Great Neck Water Pollution Control District has made the decision to upgrade its own plant with an oxidation ditch system, rejecting Nassau County's offer to take over the Great Neck plant and divert to the County plant at Cedar Creek.

The new system would produce aneffluent that is near drinking water quality and pure enough to meet the stringent Long Island Sound TMDL standards.

Eventually, it may also enable some of the effluent to recharge into the ground, which could help stabilize the Peninsula's salt water intrusion problem that has resulted in wells being closed in Kings Point. The rest would be pure enough to be discharged into the Long Island Sound.

Read the full article in the Great Neck News.

Go green article

Neighborhood Network at Chamber of Commerce "Green" Events
Neighborhood Network staff will be making a presentations on organic lawn care and tips for saving energy at the Go Green section of the Syosset Chamber of Commerce Street Fair, sponsored by LI Village Realty, in front of their office at 2 Jackson Ave.
Sunday, September 16th, 2007.
10:00 am to 4:00 pm
The Neighborhood Network will also have a display table at the
Huntington Township Chambers of Commerce
"Going Green" Business Symposium and Exposition
Wednesday, September 19th, 2007
7:30 - 11:00 am
at the Crest Hollow Country Club, Woodbury.
For more about these events:

Click hereRegister Today: September 19, 2007, 8am  
USGBC-LI Salon: Engineering & Design Principles for the Development of a Sustainable Village 
Sheraton Long Island Hotel 
110 Motor Parkway 
Hauppauge, New York 11788 
The development of Smart Growth projects lends it selves to the creation of sustainable communities by incorporating various design principles including New Urbanism and Green Design techniques. Based upon an actual "Smart Growth" project in the the midst of a long term policy amendment and entitlement phase, the presentation will walk through the conceptual development of a 1600 home Planned Village Community with a pedestrian oriented town center and several villages comprised of a variety of housing types with a mix of civic, office, retail spaces.  The Project, known as Repaupo Village Center, is located in Logan Township, Gloucester County NJ, less than 6 miles 'as the crow flies" to Philadelphia International Airport.  1.5 CEU learning units provided. 
Register today! 

